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anney Spoa!cs Cut

Gov. George Romney of Michigan spoke out on for-

¢ign policy this week in a ‘speech hefore th: Cieveland

+ chapter of the National Conference of Christiars and Jews,

It was his strongest- statement lo date on {i.veign policy.

. and it was no sugar-coated effort to 1gnore tha decline oE

the American “xmage" abroad A
Said Romney: - '
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“Most nduons even including our alhes, ng longer
.consider us dedicated’ to peace—what a pity and cost-

ly misfortune, But it is not too late, we sml have tune i

( io Icarn from our mistakes. : o

“We must neither repeat nor compound the errors. of
" the past.’If we can learn in time, we can avoid other Vlet‘
Nams and even find in 'Viet Nam itself an honorable solu-’
" tion which will put the people of that unhappy country m‘
“"control of their own destinies — withdlit a wider war —.
and hopefully with a short one.” ‘r,

Romney said a praiseworthy but misguided desire to’
-help emerging nations " after the era of colonization put:
" {he “Ameucan presence” in all paris of the world. ;

“But too often,” he added, “American arms bhored"
up tottering and unpopular regimes. Too often, American:
~aid dollars stuck to the fingers of corrupt, tyrannical rul-,
“ers. Too often, Amerncan busmess rushed ‘in to dominate

. incal markets.” ‘ : :

The Michigan governor went on’ to say that the Umtcd
Siates “unwittingly, unintentionally ... . has too Iargely
become in the eyes of the world the practical successor.of
19th century white colonialism.. Our . motives - were good
but we fell into the ancient trap -of rlch and powerful men.
and nations. We relled too ‘heavily: 0n "the matenal Aruits i

“of our progress.” «v-:;-; «-'“.‘ L ;

Romney’s ‘words are conducive to somé soul-search-"
"ing on the part ‘q'i Aineiricn'ns.- We know he is right

about our motives heing good. We have been generous -
too, too geuerous; many believe, because ‘we have .

handed out sums abroad wlulc gomg deeper mto debt i
at home. e :
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Meanwhxle, th ‘the State Departmen‘t have ]

. Scarcely demonstrated -outstanding skill in pursuance of ]

their- duties, Our public relations, as Governor Romney i
said, are not the best. .- _ , -..(
If we sense ‘public opinion correctly, il is that Amerl-’
cans want‘ to_ avoid any future commitments - that}
will further obhgate us to defend far-flung territory notl
our ‘own, It will be n_called that U.S. Sen. Stuart Symmg-
ton of Missouri, on his’ return from Europe last month,-|
said fiatly that under present policles' we are over-com- !

“mitted now. - : --)

1t's more than just a dlplomatlc and mxlltary problem, !

v The plain truth is that we simply can't be all things to a1l1

nations, We can’t afford it and we also must remember
that we are not the only country in the world with pnde
in jts hentaze.w ,.:,.a TN N
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